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Frank Terpil: a profile that willl

' Have you ever. wondered if you_;'eaﬂy_'l_i.iiﬁk - L S(fa

what is goingon in the world? .~ .. - ool . g
" If you haven't, you will after watching an ex- r e Y. Ou
traordinary, startling, chilling documentary on RTINS AR EEt Y
public television tonight.”" .. N l . S "

Mo
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st TV documentaries tend to be clinical, if

" worthy, attempts to bring public attention-to-an| .

.important topic. This one is not like that. It packs|

~a punch that will floor any' citizen of this-free .
.country who feels. reasonably -confident that he R
knows what his government isupto. . .70t

. The show is called “Frark Terpil: Confessions| Bﬂl W
- of a Dangerous Man.” (Channels 22 and:67 at10y o L L
- p.m.)y It’'s about terrorism; ‘arms sales, murder, A Carter

'torture and corruption: ’I:l)gggygmt‘.gpﬂegenqu‘gh to. ol = A

-get your attention. . oh 7o e 0T )T "~ Hougan contacted the executive producer. of

*:* For some reason;’ this story. has been drifting ... the PBS documentary series “World,” David Fan- | -
‘around the edges of the media for months, with} - .. - ping, and Fanning and director Anthony Thomas .
.various aspects of it coming to light, but no real| + (of “Death.of a Princess” fame) went to Damas-

" spark setting off what should be some form of out-, . . cus, Syria, to meet with Terpil. .; i ...l i
. rage, a demand-to get to-the bottom of a situation R Subsequéntly they brought af ‘caxixei'a crew to

“full of potential implications for the'best interests
- of the nation. | .. tuiie . - e e A
.-+ It’s a spy storyof the sort that would-sell mil-
" lions of paperback books to readers who’d be di~

" film Terpil in his exile of Beirut. There he told his | -
.. extraordinary tale of doing business with some of -} ~
the world’s most famous villains, with apparent

1

I et agiall . impunity, thanks-to his past connections in the in-,
B el et telligence community--and the coninuing assent
- The fact that it.is real, or some of it is, or ottt community, atfeas in some c.a,ses..“ L
" somebody is even saying it is, is enough to make . There is much to question in Terpil's motives; I
" anyone believe any preposterous plot some inven- - wouldn’t believe this man: if he told me the sun
tive mind could conjureup. < . VoL " » was going to rise tomorror. The documentary. i -|
"You may have:heard. of Frank Terpil.. His -cludes a section of sel{-lexam_matqu l;n. which the
‘name has been cropping up of late in’the few | - ‘:‘reportere%resents frankly the possibility that heis
" stories. about this explosive subject that have ap=+| : b(fem%us'r : -Bfllt there y noeg:i;coyxfgxn;g the impact..
“peared so far. Most prominently, he was inter-| . _;’n u:h?;it?srpt;u seays,,g e nee _tq ind out ]nst,hqw
K LA g, ) “80 . . : . : U TR Y o S ST
“ermetgs}?w: ,;;lr&s?g{,. Mxke Wallace on e After the interview, the producers went back . | -
" This documentary makes that Wallace inter- | %zgpﬁim gxgie:zfi:'i:ie? ore complete story. of .|
. . PP % : ke. - * ) 1 o : o -,-..,“
vewloor e ethncng o0 a Sy ke _ | “Frerenihis ne ofthe st aboring i
_chant. (One of the pieces of this story is the sud- ‘ turbing documentaries ever presented on televi- .|
O O xed dioappearence of Terpi shortly | . Sion Despite some silly flaws (such 25 Tyng 10
after this interview and the one on 60 Minutes.”) o into Terpil’ ast. his psyche. his roots |
"As an arms merchant, he finally game to-the at- . . ign Brooklyrglt: ?i;rdsotll?lzl f::stbr?;sf%iyggse'cl;:izgo 3 -
tention of the press. Before that he was a CIA: : this particular career), the film is a remarkably
agent; close pal of Uganda’s 1di: Amin, employee- revealing portrait of the “business” of interna-
of Libyan leader Mua%mz;r“e:,xadgﬂ, :lm_i %gmel, - tional terrorism. . . ) Stk
player in a shady world of international politica . Terpil is really only a bit player, and the focus
ggﬁ;s gﬁnﬁ’; otlgg.tha‘t SgppOS@Y.ZQPlIL_e_"‘?t‘ ini . : gglhim may bﬁ slight_.lg; mis;)la::lc:e:if The film really
. A S comes alive in it starts
- Terpil was caught in a well-set up undercover “to get' down into lthé. ims;%(::rzlatigns ::h;:rgil?s ac
ang_py a <'_:ouple pf-New York City cqps,posigg'as " tivities. . L en e
ferrorists in {he market. for gurs. He was later| ~ ~  For example, the current situation in Libya
“busted in Washington as. well. He was set up to- certainly takes on a different color if you consider h
‘take a long fall; 53-years to be exact; but a judge .~ . the import of Terpil's work (and that of his close
disagreed with prosecutors and set bail for Terpil: * associate Ed Wilson, now considered a fugitive)
and his partner, Gary Korcala. (He was also on . .for Colonel Kadafi.. ;- « i .- oot
“60 Mi pt Py : '
: inutes.” )i w0 e Ll L n o : : :
" Terpil then skipped the country. In hopes of ; - : SR TTED
telling his side of the story—or for some other ! B 3 EQ‘N'm
‘reason we’can’only guess at—Terpil sent word ' o
through intermediaries to Jim Hougan, whom
_Terpil had met in conjunction with Hougan's book
“about use of intelligence agents in private indus- -
try: “Spooks.” < k. s r o | : ‘ :
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- Headlines last. month screamed of a possible
hit squad from Libya descending on the United
States. But his film presents. evidence that Ka-

- dafi’s regime has been -supported, trained,
propped up and all but sanctioned by the CIA.

There are too many such questions raised by
. the show to go into here. It is enough to say this
show is extremely unsettling, should be seen and
should be followed up, by some of the more afflu-
- ent and prestigious news organizations those with
resources PBS can't touch. ST

.. They haven’t yet begun to explore what seems
to be unfathomed depths in this story of collusion
between what we've always thought of as “us”

and “them.” v el
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